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� How can you help at home?
� Questions



What is phonics?

� A method of teaching children to read and pronounce words 
by learning to associate letters or groups of letters with the 
sounds they represent.

� There are 44 main sounds in the English language, each 
sound is represented by a grapheme/s - the written 
representation of a sound.



Recap of terminology
� Phoneme: the smallest single identifiable sound in a word. 
    For example, in the word 'cat' there are three phonemes c/a/t.

� Grapheme: the written representation of a sound. 

� Digraph: two letters making one sound. 
For example, /sh/ in the word 'shop'. 

� Trigraph: three letters making one sound. 
For example, /igh/ in the word 'night’. 

� Split digraph: two vowel letters split but are split by one or more consonants.
For example, /a-e/ in the word 'cake'. 

Child talk:
‘special friends’

Child talk:
‘chatty friends’



Phonics at St George’s

� At St George’s we use the Read Write Inc. (RWI) programme to teach 
phonics.

� Children have a daily 30 minute phonics lesson.

� In phonics lessons children are taught to read words by breaking them 
down into phonemes, they are then taught how to blend the phonemes 
together to read the whole word. 

Child talk:
‘Fred talk’



What is the Phonics Screening Check?

� During the week beginning 8th June, every Year 1 child in the country will be taking the 
statutory Phonics Screening Check (PSC). 

� The PSC assesses how well children can use the phonics skills they’ve been taught so 
far. 

� The PSC is very similar to tasks the children already complete during phonics lessons 
and it has been designed so that children of all abilities will be able to take part.

� The focus of the PSC is to provide evidence of children’s decoding and blending skills, 
it is not to assess their quick recall of words or to assess harder to read and spell 
words.

� The PSC also identifies children who need extra phonics help and intervention for the 
remainder of Year 1 and in Year 2. 



What is the Phonics Screening Check?

� The PSC consists of 40 words - 20 real words and 20 alien words (nonsense words).

� The 40 words are divided into two parts – section 1 is simple words with 3 or 4 
phonemes and section 2 has more complex words containing 5 or more phonemes.

� Alien words are a collection of letters that follow the phonics rules that children have 
been taught and they are taught during RWI phonics lessons. They do not mean 
anything, their purpose is to assess that children can read and blend the phonemes 
they have been taught.

� Alien words are presented with a picture of an alien so that children know it is not a real 
word.  



How will the Phonics Screening Check  
be administered?
� Children will complete the PSC 1:1 with Mr Griffiths (w/b 8th June)

� We like to call the Phonic Screening Check our ‘40 Word Challenge’.

� There is no time limit, however the check should take between 5-10 minutes.

� Children will be asked to read a word by segmenting the word into phonemes and then 
blending the phonemes together to make a word,  e.g.  th u d = thud.

� There will be 8 practice words at the beginning where children will be reminded to look 
for digraphs/trigraphs, segment the phonemes and blend the phonemes.

� Children will be told if the word is a real word or an alien word.

� Teachers are not allowed to indicate to children whether they have correctly segmented 
and blended the word.



 An example – practice words



 An example – section 1



 An example – section 1



 An example – section 1



 An example – section 2



 An example – section 2



What happens to the results?

� The results of the PSC are sent to the Local Authority. The Local Authority then submits 
these results to the Department for Education.

� Children will be scored against a national standard 32/40 has been the national standard 
previously but this could change.  This means that if your child achieved 32 or more, they 
have reached the expected standard in Year 1 phonics.

� In July, we will inform you whether your child has achieved the national standard.

� If your child does not achieve the PSC national standard, further support and intervention 
will be implemented for the remainder of Year 1 and in Year 2.

� Children that did not achieve the national standard will take the PSC again in Year 2.



How can you help at home?

� Help your child to use ‘Special Friends’, ‘Fred Talk’ to read words.

� Practise reading sounds speedily.       

� Listen to your child read their storybook every day.

� Complete the weekly practice booklets with your child.
○ Please return these booklets.
○ The booklets will come home on:

■ Friday 8th May
■ Friday 15th May
■ Friday 22nd May
■ Tuesday 2nd June



Continue to -

� read at home every night
� read to and with your child
� talk about books
� read a variety of materials
� borrow books from the library
� model reading yourself
� model reading for a purpose e.g. a recipe, a menu, a 

cinema timetable
� have a special book box or bag where your child can keep 

the stories and any other texts, such as comics or 
non-fiction books, you’ve read together

� re-read these so that over time your child builds up their 
stock of stories and texts they know well

Remember phonics is not the only way that children learn to read. 

How can you help at home?



Useful links for parents

Oxford Owl website:
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/preparing-for-the-phonics-screening-check/

Ruth Miskin (RWI) website:
https://www.ruthmiskin.com/parentsandcarers/

Government website:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/phonics-screening-check-information-for-parents

How can you help at home?

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/preparing-for-the-phonics-screening-check/
https://www.ruthmiskin.com/parentsandcarers/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/phonics-screening-check-information-for-parents


Questions

� Feel free to ask any questions you may have.

� Ensure you have signed in so that we know you attended.

� When leaving the hall please leave your feedback about this PSC 
meeting on the way out.


